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Welcome to our autumn newsletter 2017 to keep you informed of what is happening with YOUR charity, Footwear Friends!

FUNDRAISERS
The 72nd International Golf Championship of
the Shoe, Leather and Allied Trades was held
at The Forest of Arden in Warwickshire, in
warm sunny weather, over two very
challenging courses on the parkland
Packington Estate near Meriden in the heart
of England. The Arden championship course
has
held
numerous
International
Tournaments such as the British Open, won
by Colin Montgomerie, Darren Clarke and
Thomas Bjorn in recent years.
The Informal Trade Banquet was held in the
Marquee at the Hotel, hosted by the
Championship’s President Gordon A. Wilson,
and cheques were presented to the Society’s
President David Lockyer and the past
President of the LHTBI Roy Winnard.
The 72nd Championship sees the total funds
raised since the first Championship in 1946
pass the £ 500,000 mark, the first event raised
£ 150 in 1946. Mr. Wilson expressed grateful
thanks to all the Sponsors and individuals that
had kindly donated prizes for the Auction and
Prize Draw, that raised over £ 5,000 on the
night.
A new Champion emerged in David Goldman
from Church & Co who won the “News” Bowl
with 75 points, with Charles Clinkard as
Runner-up, and Barry Knight in third place.

The Wilbur Muirhead Scratch Cup was won by
Ian Martin of ECCO. The Ladies
Championship was won for the fourth time in
recent years by Susan McGann O’Brien from
County Galway with 60 points, and the Ladies
Footsure salver was won by Kate James of
Euroleathers Ltd. The Hugh Denton Trophy
for the Under 50’s was won by Paul Pettit, The

This year’s Footwear Industry Awards Dinner was
held on the evening of the 19th February at the
National Conference Centre in Birmingham. This
annual event takes place at the same time as the
MODA Fashion and Footwear exhibition and as
usual was well supported by companies, brands
and key figures across the UK footwear industry
who once again took an all infrequent chance to
get together to socialise and network at this
prestigious event.
Vital funds were raised for the charity through a
charity game of “Black and Gold” and we are
extremely grateful of all the support by the
Footwear Industry Awards and everyone who
participated.

Turner Bowl for the 50-69’s was won by Chris
Gorrod of Rieker and the Mawer Marlow Bowl
for the over 70’s was won by Ken Tipping of
Springline. The Marlone Trophy for Visitors
was won by Ian Gibson.
The International match was halved, so the
Bridge of Weir Trophy remains with Scotland
and Ireland by default! The 2018
Championship returns to the Lancashire Golf
Coast, at Hillside Golf Club and Southport &
Ainsdale Golf Club, on June 20th, 21st and 22nd
with The Ramade Plaza being the
headquarters Hotel.
Please contact Rodney Gibson on
rodney@leicesteruk.co.uk for further details
on the above or the 2018 event.

We are very fortunate to have the support of two
very long established livery companies, namely
The Worshipful Company of Cordwainers
(www.cordwainers.org) and The Worshipful
Company
of
Pattenmakers
(www.pattenmakers.co.uk) Footwear Friends are
very grateful for their continued and substantial
support of the Charity.

INDIVIDUAL
FUNDRAISERS
Our thanks go to the
Individuals who are or
have been involved in
the footwear trade and
who take the initiative
to raise funds for the
charity.
Harvey Jacobson,
Trustee of the Charity,
raised vital funds
through his 24 hour
sponsored silence on
the 18th – 19th October
2016. He successfully
completed the
fundraiser on the
evening of last year’s
Annual Awards! Our
thanks go to Harvey for his support!
Footwear Friends would welcome any fundraising
initiatives by supporters. If you would like to take
up your own personal challenge in aid of Footwear
Friends, please visit our website on
www.footwearfriends.org.uk to download our
fundraising pack for ideas and information. If
fundraising is not for you then you may wish to
make a donation to Footwear Friends, you can do
this by cheque or via our website. Please be
assured that all of your contribution, whether in
sponsorship or donation will be used directly to
assist those who are struggling to make ends
meet. Your donations are crucial to our continued
ability to operate as fully as we do.

London Derby Rugby Match
Friends and
supporters of
Footwear Friends
got together
for a
fundraising
event at
Wembley
Stadium on
Saturday 8th
April, watching the
London derby match
of Saracens v
Harlequins, with
tickets kindly
donated by
Oliver
Sweeney.
The sun shone
for the 71,000
crowd, who
were
entertained by
Louisa Johnson
(of X Factor
fame) and Rock
Choir at half time,
and Saracens fans
were delighted
with the 40-19
result. Footwear
Friends would like
to thank all those
who raised funds for
the charity through
their support for the
event.

Northampton Manufacturers Dinner
On the 27th April 2017, the Northamptonshire
Manufacturers Dinner was held at the Marriott
Hotel in Northampton, this year hosted by
Cheaney Shoes. The guest speaker on the night
was Daventry MP Chris Heaton-Harris who
delivered a reassuring speech about what Brexit
may mean for the footwear industry. This year
86 guests from Northamptonshire companies
Airwair, NPS, Sanders & Sanders, Church & Co,
Crockett & Jones, Barker Shoes, Grenson,
Springline, Loake Bros, The British Footwear
Association and hosts Cheaney Shoes took part
in this prestigious event.

Footwear Friends’ day out at
the races
On Sunday 27th November, Footwear Friends
held a new fundraising event for 2016. We
hosted a private box at Leicester races,
which included a 2-course lunch, private
bar service and access to our own private
balcony overlooking the finishing line.
We had 20 guests who supported the
event and they all enjoyed the thrills of
the racing action, along with an
opportunity to socialise and network.
Most of the attendees had a winner or
two, and the raffle was also successful.
With 10 excellent prizes up for grabs, the
odds for winning on the raffle were excellent!
We chose Leicester due to its central location, its
shoe trade heritage and also for the excellent value
it offered. The hospitality team were very friendly,
and also kindly donated a super prize for the raffle.
We would definitely consider this venue again – a
big thanks to the team there for helping make a
success of the event.
Our thanks go to our supporters who attended this
event and helped us raise vital funds for the
charity.

FOOTWEAR FRIENDS
MOVES OFFICE
On the 1st June 2017 Footwear Friends moved to its new
premises in South East London. We currently occupy a
small office in Southbank House which was built in 1880
as the principal office of the Royal Dalton factory in
Vauxhall.
Our new address is:

Footwear Friends
Unit 116 Southbank House
28 Black Prince Road
London SE1 7SJ
Tel.: 020 3735 8748

We are happy to
welcome two new
members
to
the
Executive Committee.
Daniel Gyves who will
be representing the
British
Footwear
Association and Susan
O’Hare. We are looking
forward to working with
both Susan and Daniel.

Simon Goodman retired
from
the
Executive
Committee with effect of
June 2017. Simon joined the
Executive Committee of the
charity in June 2000. During
his time on the Executive
Committee Simon held the
role of President, Chairman
and Honorary Treasurer and
since 2013 has overseen the
Charity’s Investment. Our
thanks go to him for his
tireless work on behalf of the
Charity for many years. We
wish him well in his
retirement.

11th Footwear
Friends Annual
Awards
This year’s Annual Awards are due to be held at the
LICC in Vere Street, London on the 18th October.
These prestigious Awards, sponsored by key
organisations in the footwear sector, is to celebrate
young emerging talent who are looking to set up or
have successfully set up their own businesses.
This year’s guest speaker is Peter Youell, Managing
Director of Skechers UK & Ireland.

We would very much like to welcome you to this
event, where you will have a chance to see the
amazing collections from some of the applicants and
be inspired to see the winners receive their prizes.
The evening is also an opportunity to network with
around 130 people from the industry and to meet old
friends.
All proceeds will go to helping people who have
given much of their working lives to our industry.
For information on how to book your ticket please
visit our dedicated website on www.annualawards.org

WINNERS OF THE 2016
ANNUAL AWARDS

made through Footwear Friends.
We have since went on to win again at this year’s
Drapers Footwear Awards for “Best Innovation in
Footwear” and we hope that these awards are just
the start of Sizers award winning journey.
Thanks to Footwear Friends we are nearing the end
of our R&D phase and are almost ready to launch
our new and improved inserts along with a complete
range of innovative solutions to customize the size
and fit of footwear. We offer our heartfelt thanks to
Footwear Friends for these awards and for nurturing
innovation.
(Lavina Bonar, Sizers)

The Worshipful Company of Cordwainers Award
for Innovation

Have you checked out or
new look website yet?
www.footwearfriends.org.uk

All information regarding the
Annual Awards can be found on
our dedicated website

The financial award has enabled us to develop an
entire new product category for Air & Grace. We are
proud to be launching our first range of dress shoes,
yes the Holy Grail – comfortable heels! This range
will be an additional revenue stream to add to our
successful launches of sneakers, espadrilles and
casual shoes. We are very grateful to Footwear
Friends for making this happen and being part of our
brand journey.
(Claire Burrows, Air & Grace)
The Joe Meltzer Travel Award

www.annual-awards.org

It was an honour to win The 2016 Joe Meltzer Travel
Award at the Footwear Friends Annual Awards. This
prize helped my business in a number of different
ways.

Why not follow us on

We had a good press coverage after the award
ceremony, which helped us build a recognition and
trust around House of Spring with new retailers.
Thanks to Footwear Friends, we have an amazing
mentor who has helped us to develop our business
and monitor our growth strategy.
The Award also helped us to finance our travel to
Paris for a trade fair.
Thank you so much for your support Footwear
Friends!
The Micro-Pak Ltd. Award
Winning the Micro-Pak Award last year was truly a
wonderful feat.
The judges gave us some fantastic feedback and to
receive such high commendation from individuals
within the industry gave us the confidence boost we
needed to push forward.
Along with the financial award of £ 2,500, which has
helped to grow our business, we received a mentor
from the industry.
The mentorship was invaluable and our mentor is
currently helping us with some R&D and
manufacturing in Vietnam. In fact, Micro-Pak
themselves are also helping us with some R&D so we
couldn’t be happier with the connections we have
made through r Travel Award
This year’s award went to House of Spring and the
owner, Radhia, reveals that her shoes are inspired by

(Radhia, House of Spring)

Beneficiaries

HOW WE HELP
Our oldest beneficiary, Mrs.
C.K. Newton celebrated her
103rd birthday in December
2016 and thanked Footwear
Friends for the assistance she
has received from the charity
over the years.

Footwear Friends continues to assist people
from all sectors of the industry, be it
manufacturing, retail, repair and apparel
trades. We are as relevant today as we were
many years ago and continue to receive
many requests for help, either through other
organisations or directly from the applicant.
In order to ensure that we assist those from
the trade, employment checks are made
with HMRC.
If you would like to find out more about the
work of Footwear Friends why not contact us
on info@footwearfriends.org.uk ?

A lovely note that makes our work and
your generosity worthwhile:
“I didn’t dream I would receive the full grant
amount. I cannot explain what this means
to me. I have been so worried.

in human nature and I now know for
certain there are really good people
out there. “

Thank you from the bottom of my heart and
after what has been a horrendous week for
us all and a couple of very trying weeks for
me, you have renewed my faith

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Following the success of last
year’s Race day at Leicester we
are planning to repeat this event
again in Spring 2018. Please
contact
us
by
e-mail
info@footwearfriends.org.uk or
by phone on 020 3735 8748
should you be interested in
tickets

Donating to Footwear Friends is easy, you
can either send a cheque to the charity’s
registered address, or online via the charity’s
website www.footwearfriends.org.uk

Small donations can now also be made via
text message

The History of Footwear Friends
Footwear Friends was formed on the 17th May 1836. The original name was “Master Boot and Shoe Makers’ Association for the Relief of Aged and Decayed
members, their Widows and Orphans”.
In those early days both male and female candidates received an annuity of £30 per
annum, with orphans receiving £20 until they reached the age of 14. The name
then changed to the “Master Boot and Shoe Makers’ Provident and Benevolent
Institution” and it remained so for many years.
In the 1850’s the Society established Almshouses at Mortlake where in 1857,
11 male annuitants and 7 female annuitants resided. The funds raised in that
year totaled £600.
In 1900 the name of the Society changed to “Boot Trade Benevolent Society”
and this name remained unchanged for most of the 20th Century. It was also in
1900 that the Rules were substantially rewritten as follows “Society to provide
relief to really necessitous persons engaged in the boot and shoe trade…
manufacturers; retailers; factors; and employees of any description… who are
aged or incapacitated from earning a subsistence; and for the widows and
orphans of such persons”. This change considerably increased the number of
persons whom the Society was
able to help.
In 1930 it was considered that the Almshouses were becoming too expensive to run and were sold that year at
Auction.
In 1998 the name was changed again to the “Footwear Benevolent Society”, and a new Constitution was adopted
on 14th February 2002. In the new Constitution the aims are now described as “To relieve, in cases of need,
hardship or distress, persons who are or have been engaged in the footwear trade and their widows, widowers
and other dependents”.
On the 8th February 2007 the Society adopted the working name Footwear Friends and a new logo.

Frank Abbott
President, 1913

