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Welcome to our autumn newsletter 2016 to keep you informed of what is happening with YOUR charity, Footwear Friends!
We are very fortunate to have the support of two
very long established livery companies, namely
The Worshipful Company of Cordwainers
(www.cordwainers.org) and The Worshipful
Company
of
Pattenmakers
(www.pattenmakers.co.uk) Footwear Friends are
very grateful for their continued and substantial
support of the Charity.

FUNDRAISERS
The 71st International Golf Championship of
the Shoe, Leather and Allied Trades was held
at the National Golf Centre at Woodhall Spa
in Lincolnshire, the home of English Golf, over
three days at the end of June. In beautiful
weather conditions nearly 100 golfers
competed for the trophies on offer and on the
Thursday evening an informal banquet
followed by the prize draw and auction was
held at the Petwood Hotel which was famous
in World War II as the officers mess for the
Dambusters Squadron. Over many years the
Championship have been fantastic supporters
of Footwear Friends and the LHTBI, the
leather industry charity, and it was a privilege
to attend the event on behalf of Footwear
Friends and meet with the sponsors, players
and all the loyal volunteers led by Chairman
Ian Ferris, Secretary “extra-ordinaire” Rodney
Gibson and Treasurer Michael Jones who give
up their time and energy to make this event
possible. This event has been held
continuously since 1946 during which time
nearly £ 500,000 has been donated to charity.
Next year the Championship will be held at
the Forest of Arden Resort in Warwickshire on
June 14th, 15th and 16th and anyone interested
in participating should contact Rodney
Gibson by email rodney@leicesteruk.co.uk
(David Lockyer)

INDIVIDUAL FUNDRAISERS
Once Again vital funds for Footwear Friends were
raised at the Footwear Industry Awards Dinner on
the 21st February 2016 thanks to the generosity of
the attendees. The awards offer a rare chance to
celebrate all that is great about the UK industry
and recognise the brands and individuals that
continuously contribute to the success of the
sectors. The event was supported by companies,
brands and key figures from across the UK
footwear industry and our congratulations go to
the winners of this year’s Awards.

Our thanks go to the Individuals who are or have
been involved in the footwear trade and who take
the initiative to raise funds for the charity.
On the 29th November 2015, Rachel Plimmer from
the BFA took part in the 5k Santa Run at Stanwick
Lakes and raised over £ 390 for the charity. All
funds raised will be used directly towards hardship
grants to people within the footwear sector.
Footwear Friends would welcome any fundraising
initiatives by supporters. If you would like to take
up your own personal challenge in aid of Footwear
Friends, please visit our website on
www.footwearfriends.org.uk to download our
fundraising pack for ideas and information. If
fundraising is not for you then you may wish to
make a donation to Footwear Friends, you can do
this by cheque or via our website. Please be
assured that all of your contribution, whether in
sponsorship or donation will be used directly to
assist those who are struggling to make ends
meet. Your donations are crucial to our continued
ability to operate as fully as we do.

T20 Blast collection raises
£ 830.45
A big thank you to Rachel Plimmer of
the BFA in Wellingborough for
organising a collection at the
Northamptonshire v Yorkshire T20
cricket match which took place on
Friday 29th July. Her team of 15
volunteers included a strong
representation from Lotus Shoes in
Northampton.
Many thanks to Jeffery West who
sponsored the match and who nominated
Footwear Friends as the charity they wished
to support. Also a special thank you to
Northamptonshire CCC for their help in
allowing the collection and of course to the
spectators for giving so generously.

CELEBRATING 180 YEARS OF SUPPORTING THE FOOTWEAR TRADE
One hundred and eighty years is an extremely
long time. In fact when, on May 17th, 1836, five
gentlemen met in Gerrard Street, Soho, for
the purpose of forming a “Benevolent
Society of Master Boot & Shoe
Makers”, King William IV was
reigning and it was another year
before the accession of Queen
Victoria in 1837. Each of the five
gentlemen who set up the fund
deposited five shillings for the relief
of aged members, widows and
orphans related to the trade, it still
supports the same community.
Footwear Friends is a charity for
people who work or have worked in
the shoe trade and their families,
with a focus on providing financial
assistance to those who have fallen on hard
times. Celebrating its 180th birthday,
Footwear Friends continues to aid

beneficiaries , who have given so much to the
industry.
Unlike any other charity, Footwear Friends
offers support and aid to those who have
worked in ALL sectors of the Footwear
industry. This includes manufacturing, retail,
repair, wholesale, design and component
manufacture.
The charity could not have achieved such a
continuing level of generosity over so many
decades without the universal support that it
has received from the trade. 100% of the
income raised from our fundraising activities
is paid directly to our beneficiaries. The
running cost of the charity is met through
investment income. Footwear Friends is
wholly dependent on donations, legacies and
fundraisers and we are grateful to all of our
supporters.

Northampton Manufacturers Dinner
On 28th April 2016 the Annual
Northampton Manufacturers
Dinner was held at the
Marriott
Hotel
in
Northampton. The 2016
dinner was hosted by Crockett
& Jones and welcomed guest
speaker
David
Lockyer,
President and Chairman of
Footwear Friends. This year
we saw a record number of
attendees with 100 guests
from the likes of Cheaney
Shoes, Barker Shoes, Loake
Bros.,
Church
&
Co.,
Grensons, Sanders & Sanders,

Jeffery West, NPS, Springline Trickers, Groocock
and the BFA.
The night was a great success and we are already
anticipating another excellent evening in 2017.
The location of the 2017 Northampton
Manufactuers Dinner will be confirmed at a later
date.

Footwear Friends’ day
out at the races
Come and join us for a day at the races at Leicester
Racecourse on Sunday 27th November 2016. Tickets are
£ 75 including hospitality and a two course buffet lunch
in one of the two Footwear Friends boxes. Tickets are
strictly limited! For more details on how to book your
ticket(s) please contact the Footwear Friends office at
info@footwearfriends.org.uk

Former
President
and
founder of the Footwear
Friends Annual Awards,
Richard Paice, retired from
the Executive Committee
with effect of June 2016 and
our thanks go to him for his
tireless work on behalf of the
Charity for many years. We
wish him well in his
retirement.

We are happy to
announce that Savina
Barnes joined the
Executive Committee
in February of this
year. We would like to
thank her for her
enthusiasm
and
continued support.

10th Footwear
Friends Annual
Awards
Ten years ago, the then President, Richard Paice,
established the Footwear Friends Annual Design
Award competition with the aim of encouraging and
developing young talent in the footwear industry.
The Footwear Friends Annual Awards event, as it is
now known as, has become an important event
within the footwear industry’s calendar and
continues to raise much needed funds for the charity.
The Awards are fully sponsored through the trade.

This year’s Annual Awards are due to be held
at the LICC in Vere Street, London on the 19th
October 2016. These prestigious Awards,
sponsored by key organisations in the
footwear sector, celebrate young emerging
talent who have successfully set up their own
businesses.

We have a clear plan of where we are going , where
we want to be and something to aim for to keep on
improving. Our business is growing and we are
smiling!
(Jane Rafter, Slinks)

This year’s guest speaker is Andy Rubin,
Chairman of Pentland Brands Ltd, a director of
Pentland Group plc and non-executive
Director of JD Sports Fashion Plc.

Winning the Joe Meltzer Travel Award was the
single most important milestone up until that point
as it provided a strong endorsement for the
business. We are a British brand that thrives on the
very image of English heritage with a modern twist
– the award itself propelled us to an advanced
position where we can now take advantage and
endeavour to boost the global perception of UK
craftsmanship.

We would very much like to welcome you to
celebrate both big milestones, namely the 10th
Annual Awards and the 180th anniversary of
Footwear Friends.
All proceeds will go to helping people who
have given much of their working lives to our
industry.
For information on how to book your ticket
please visit our dedicated website on
www.annual-awards.org

WINNERS OF THE 2015
ANNUAL AWARDS
The Worshipful Company of Cordwainers
Award for Innovation

SPONSORED SILENCE

Why not support Harvey Jacobson who will
complete his 24-hour sponsored silence at 9
pm during the Annual Awards event? If you
would like to sponsor Harvey please visit
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/harveyjac
obson

The award did help us a lot actually, not just
the monetary side but from a marketing
perspective in that we were thought of so
highly in our start-up year.
It has been a really tough year to be honest all
round to get sales moving. It is not easy driving
a brand forward in a very competitive climate.
As a result I have had to re-structure and new,
extra special people have come in to drive
everything forward. That process is almost
complete now and we are much strengthened
with renewed vigor and the wind in our sales I
am certain we will succeed
(Richard Swift, Swift & Co)

The Joe Meltzer Travel Award

The prize money was spent on developing the first
women’s shoe which launched last month. It is a
special edition model of our best-selling, signature
shoe. Our partner on this important journey is
Breast Cancer Haven, a leading national breast
cancer charity. The fuchsia-and aubergine coloured
suede shoe comes in a special pink box and £ 100 of
net proceeds will go to Breast Cancer Haven’s good
work. Without the prize money I would not have
been able to explore this avenue.
Shortly after receiving the award last year, I received
another award – this time from Microsoft – as a
Digital Champion in the UK. Microsoft were
searching for British business that are leveraging
digital techniques to expand offerings and compete
with bigger players in an awe-inspiring way. Thanks
to the credibility gained from the Footwear Friends
Annual Awards, Microsoft were made aware of the
Augustus Pili brand and after several interviews also
ran quite stubstantial press coverage including
magazine write-ups and video content.
(Jalil Rahman, Augustus Pili)

The Micro-Pak Ltd. Award
It was truly wonderful to be awarded the prize
from Footwear Friends, not only was the
financial input a huge boost to the business but
also having the backing, support and belief in
your product from so many distinguished
people in the footwear industry is a boost that
took Slinks to the next level.
With the extra finance awarded to Slinks we
were able to improve our website where we do
the majority of our national and international
sales. We were able to engage professional
photography services to take product shots
and have a detailed analysis of our website
Having the finance to improve our business,
we have grown, sales have increased which is
ultimately at the end of the day what a
business wants. Having been able to improve
the website has given us a truly user friendly
website and ease of purchase for the
customer.

Award Winners 2015
Above from left to right, Richard Swift, Jane Rafter and
Jalil Rahman

Beneficiaries

HOW WE HELP

Our oldest beneficiary, Mrs. Dix
celebrated her 103rd birthday in
June 2016 with a little party at
her Nursing Home and thanked
Footwear Friends for the
assistance she has received
from the charity over the years.

Our beneficiaries Norman
and Betty of Northampton
recently celebrated their
70th wedding anniversary.
They
both
enjoyed
celebrating their big day
with family and staff at their
care home. Norman said
that he used to visit Betty at
the post office as she
worked there when he was
in the Royal Air Force. After
marrying, Norman then
worked in the Northampton
Shoe Industry. He worked
within the Footwear trade
until he was 70 and then
took his well- deserved
retirement. The couple said
that their best advice for a
long and happy marriage is
“to give a lot and take a
little”.

Footwear Friends continues to assist people
from all sectors of the industry, be it
manufacturing, retail, repair and apparel
trades. We are as relevant today as we were
many years ago and continue to receive
many requests for help, either through other
organisations or directly from the applicant.
In order to ensure that we assist those from
the trade, employment checks are made
with HMRC.
If you would like to find out more about the
work of Footwear Friends why not contact us
on info@footwearfriends.org.uk ?

Donating to Footwear Friends is easy, you
can either send a cheque to the charity’s
registered address, or online via the charity’s
website www.footwearfriends.org.uk

Small donations can now also be made via
text message

Advertise your Christmas
greetings in Drapers

Finally, with the festive Season fast approaching,
now is the time to think about how you plan to
wish your customers and suppliers the
compliments of the season. Why not join us in the
composite advertisement that will appear in a
Drapers issue in December? For more details on
how to participate, please contact the Footwear
Friends office at info@footwearfriends.org.uk

