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WELCOME TO OUR AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2020, TO KEEP YOU INFORMED OF WHAT IS HAPPENING
WITH YOUR CHARITY, FOOTWEAR FRIENDS!

MESSAGE FROM CHAIRMAN DAVID LOCKYER
This year has, so far, been unlike any other for Footwear
Friends. The arrival of COVID 19 has impacted heavily on the
trade and the trade charity has not been spared for the effect
on the sector.
Like for so many other charities the pandemic meant that all
of our fundraising events, planned for 2020, had to be
cancelled, including our major fundraisers. One of these
major fundraisers would have been The International Golf
Championship of the Shoe, Leather and Allied Trades, which
was celebrating its 75th anniversary this year and
uncertainties remain as to the when the charity can resume
its usual fundraising activities.
Our sources of income from fundraising, sponsorships and company donations have
disappeared but as you would expect in these extraordinary circumstances, the requests for
help are continuing to arrive. We are using our fund reserves to continue to fund the grants to
those members of the trade, who have nowhere else to turn for help. These reserves,
however, will not last forever and as a further concern the income from our investments is
under pressure as companies reduce their dividends, interest rates are at an all-time low and
property funds are under pressure from missed rental income and declining property values.
These are clearly challenging times but we remain determined to continue the work of the
charity, which has been assisting people who work or are working in the footwear sector for
more than 180 years. We very much appreciate the help and support by all of the trade to
help us to help others.
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A big thank you goes out to
Community, the Footwear Industry’s
Union.Tom Blenkinsop,
representative of Community,
presented the Chairman/President
of Footwear Friends, David
Lockyer, with a cheque in the sum
of £ 750 at last year’s Annual
Awards evening at the Crypt on the
Green, London.
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Leicester Race Day – 3rd April 2020
A number of supporters were due to attend the popular Footwear
Friends Leicester Race Day in early April. Due to the country
going into lockdown just prior to the event, we had to,
unfortunately, postpone this event but hope to hold this as soon
as we are able to do so and Government guidelines allow us to. If
you are interested in attending the next race day, please contact
the Footwear Friends office and we will place you on the mailing
list for further updates on this event.

.
Julian Yorke, representative of
Clarks International on the
Executive Committee retired as
Trustee of the Charity in October
2019. Julian joined the Committee
in 2018. During his time as a
Trustee he also sat on the judging
panel for the Annual Awards. We
wish Julian well in his future
endeavours.

We are very fortunate to have the support of two
very long established livery companies, namely
The Worshipful Company of Cordwainers
(www.cordwainers.org) and The Worshipful
Company of Pattenmakers
www.pattenmakers.co.uk )

Footwear Friends are very grateful for their
continued and substantial support of the charity.
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The London Shoe and Leather &
Allied Trades Golfing Society
CAPTAIN’S DAY 2020
The year 2020 has been a difficult one for
everyone and the Society has been no
exception. Our golf days at Northwood and
Berkhamstead Golf Clubs had been
understandably cancelled, so we were looking
forward to meeting once again at Harewood
Downs Golf Club for our Captain’s day on
Thursday, 6th August. Harewood Downs had
not hosted a golf society since the onset of
the shut down and was extremely helpful in
allowing the meeting whilst making sure that
the requisite social distancing was observed.
Forty of our members agreed to play in the
event which was a splendid show of support.
The Captain, Les Joffe, had expressed a whish
to raise some money for charity during the
day. We organized a “beat the professional”
competition on the 17th hole. The objective
being that £ 5 was paid, the professional plays
a shot at the short hole, after which the other
players had to hit their shots nearer to the
hole than the professional. Three players did
beat him and won a sleeve of golf balls each.
However, we were pleased to report that we
raised £ 185 to be donated to our good
friends, Footwear Friends.
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Footwear Industry Awards
Organised by Footwear Today, this
prestigious scheme recognizes and
rewards the innovative brands,
outstanding retails and hardworking
professionals at the heart of the
vibrant footwear market. Professionals
from across the footwear industry
gathered at Birmingham’s National
Conference Centre on Sunday 23
February to see the sector’s very best
honoured at the ninth annual
Footwear Awards.

Peter Jackson - Treasurer

Our friends at the British Footwear
Association held a Christmas Jumper Day in
December 2019 and raised some funds for
the charity in the process.

Following the Award presentations,
the guests were given the opportunity
to give a little back by taking part in a
charity fundraiser in aid of three
brilliant charities, Footwear Friends,
The Society of Shoefitters and the
Alzheimer’s Society UK.

We would welcome any fundraising
initiatives by our supporters. If you
would like to take up your own personal
challenge in aid of Footwear Friends,
please
visit
our
website
www.footwearfriends.org.uk
to
download our fundraising pack for ideas
and information.

Overall a very successful and enjoyable day.
New members are welcome to the Society;
we have three further meetings scheduled for
the year at Hadley Wood, Beaconsfield and
Sandy Lodge Golf Clubs. Please visit
https://londonshoeandleather.com/
for
contact details.

BFA – Christmas Jumper Day
2019

Footwear Friends congratulates all
winners of this year’s Footwear
Industry Awards and would like to
extend their thanks for the funds
raised during the event.

2.6 Challenge
Due to the cancellation of the London
Marathon the team that usually
organizes this event dreamt up the 2.6
Challenge which took place on the
26. April. Participants were asked to
come up with activities involving the
number 26.
A number of supporters of the Charity
took up the challenge, including Mark
Jeffery who ran 26 km over that
weekend for Footwear Friends and our
Secretary, Gabi O’Sullivan, who walked
26 miles over 10 days inside her
home .
In total our supporters raised almost
£2,000.

If fundraising is not for you then you
may wish to make a donation to
Footwear Friends, you can do this by
cheque or via our website. Please be
assured that all of your contribution ,
whether in sponsorship or donation will
be used directly to assist those who are
struggling to make ends meet. Your
donations are crucial to our continued
ability to operate as fully as we do.
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We are very fortunate to have the support of
two very long established livery companies,
namely The Worshipful Company of
Cordwainers (www.cordwainers.org) and The
Worshipful Company of Pattenmakers
(www.pattenmakers.co.uk )
Footwear Friends are very grateful for their
continued and substantial support of the
charity.

2.6. CHALLENGE
The 2.6 Challenge was launched in erly April 2020 as part of the Save the UK Charities capaign
FOOTWEAR
FRIENDS
by the Mass Participation Sports Organises (MSO) group, which included the London
Marathon Events and other event organiserin the UK.
Participants were
encouraged to take part in2020
any kind of activity in relation to the number 26
ANNUAL
AWARDS
or 2.6, and fundraise or donate to a charity of their choice. The number was chosen because a
marathon is 26.2 miles and because the 2020 London Marathon, which would have been in its
40th year,
was scheduled
for the 26th April.
Regrettably, with the
ongoing
restrictions
to gatherings and the
difficulties associated
with organising the applications and the judging
A number of Footwear Friend
process, together with
the deadlines
needed
Supporters,
amongst them
Markto book venues, catering
Jefferey,
onewe
of the
Trustees of had
the to take the decision to
etc. in such uncertain
times
reluctantly
charity, took up the challenge and
cancel this year’s event.
We will resume the Awards next year and hope
raised much needed funds for the
to welcome you in Autumn
charity 2021.

Please visit www.annual-awards for updates.
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ANNUAL AWARDS 2019
The 2019 Footwear Friends Annual Awards presentations were
held on the 9th October at The Crypt on the Green at Clerkenwell
Green, London.
The Awards recognise the extraordinary entrepreneurial talent
emerging in the footwear trade.
The winners in the various categories were:
The Worshipful Company of Cordwainers Award for Innovation
Ottowin was awarded a £ 5,000 bursary aimed at developing a
Young Designer/Manufacturing/Retail business with a strong
brand identity. The Award was generously sponsored by the
livery company and includes a 12-months mentoring by industry
experts. The Master of the Worshipful Company of Cordwainers,
Co. Nigel Easton QVRM TD, presented the Directors of Ottowin,
Lucy Lloyd and Oliver Cross with their prize.
The Micro-Pak Ltd. Award
This award of £ 2,500 plus 12-months mentoring programme was
presented to Mon Fred by Ben Wright and sponsored by MicroPak Limited. Fred Scheckter, Managing Director of the business
as present to receive his award.
The BFA Footwear Award
The 2019 award went to Auxiliary. The BFA Award winner will
receive a year’s membership with the Association. The Award
was presented to Matthew Taylor, Managing Director of the
business by Lucy Reece-Raybold of the British Footwear
Association.
The judges this year were Malcolm Collins, Louise Green, Susan
O’Hare, Guy West and Ben Wright, who all have many years’
experience within the footwear industry.
Malcolm Collins of Footwear Friends commented: “Again we
were very impressed by the quality of work that is being done. It
is always difficult to choose between so much talent but we feel
that the winners were those who not only had exciting product but
business acumen as well, and as such will develop into major
players in the footwear industry.”
Footwear Friends are grateful to the event sponsors without
whom the evening would not be possible: The Dune Group,
Pavers, Shoezone, Skechers and Start-Rite Shoes.

How the Award Funds were
used:
It is always great to hear from our Awards
winners and their achievements in the months
after they have received their awards,
“It’s coming up to year since we won the
Worshipful Company of Cordwainers; Award
for Innovation and I am sure like a lot of you,
due to the pandemic, it has not been the year
we had planned for ourselves or our
businesses. That being said the award from
the Worshipful Company of Cordwainers has
allowed us achieve our goals of getting a new
size range of Lasts made by Springline and a
Blake stitch machine, both of which have
been great boosts to our business and would
not have been possible without the support of
the Worshipful Company of Cordwainers
We have high hopes and big dreams for the
coming years to continue to develop our
footwear and business, offering a larger and
more in-depth range of courses to spread the
love of the craft.
We have already come so far in the last year
despite recent events – from our shop-studio
on Gloucester Road in Bristol we have
continued to work on new designs, develop
our craft and with the addition of our new
Blake stitch machine thanks to the Worshipful
Company of Cordwainers we are continually
increasing the structural quality and longevity
of our footwear.
We will always be learning and, we will
always be pushing forward and thanks to the
support of the footwear community as a whole
and great organisations like Footwear Friends
we know we are not alone on our journey.
The British footwear industry has an
illustrious future ahead of it and we are
thankful to have been recognised, accepted
and be part of it.
Thank you.
Ollie and Lucy (Ottowin)
Winners of The Worshipful Company of
Cordwainers Award for Innovation 2019.
www.theottowin.shop
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FOOTWEAR FRIENDS DURING LOCKDOWN

Lockdown has not been without its challenges for the Footwear Friends’ Team,
however thanks to modern technology we have been able to maintain vital
assistance to those from our industry who need it most.
You may recall that the charity introduced an online application system late last year
which proved invaluable during the lockdown period. For those unable to use
computers and the internet we were still able to provide hard copy forms and
telephone support.
The online forms can be accessed via our website www.footwearfriends.org.uk

Advertise your Christmas
greetings in Drapers
With the festive Season fast approaching,
now is the time to think about how you plan to
wish your customers and suppliers the
compliments of the season. Why not join us in
the composite advertisement that will appear
in a Drapers issue in December? For more
details on how to participate, please contact
the
Footwear
Friends
office
at
info@footwearfriends.org.uk

We are grateful for the donation of £ 300 from
the Pattenmakers Guild. The Pattenmakers
have recently published a new book, “Out of
the Mud, A History of the Worshipful
Company of Pattenmakers” and a copy was
sent to their sister Guild in Zurich. In return
the Guild in Zurich sent a donation for £ 300
to the Charity fund of the Pattenmakers,
which they kindly donated to Footwear
Friends.
Footwear Friends have had a very strong and
friendly relationship with the Pattenmakers
Guild for many years. Around one third of the
members of the Pattenmakers have worked
and are working in the footwear sector and a
number of them have been and are members
of the Footwear Friends Executive
Committee.
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HOW WE HELP

BENEFICIARIES

Footwear Friends continues to assist people from
all sectors of the industry, be it manufacturing,
retail, repair and apparel trades. We are as
relevant today as we were many years ago and
continue to receive many requests for help, either
through other organisations or directly from the
applicant.
In order to ensure that we assist those from the
trade, employment checks are made with HMRC.

A lovely note that makes our work
and your generosity worthwhile:

Footwear Friends have helped me beyond any
ES
words can express, when suffering the loss of my
dear wife of 45 years last year. I was left with a
mortgage and funeral costs to find on top of
various other commitments. Limited income
left me wondering what to do. This wonderful
charity helped and supported me through this
time and continue to do so, to which I will be
forever grateful.

If you would like to find out more about the work
of Footwear Friends why not contact us on
info@footwearfriends.org.uk ?

Donating to Footwear Friends is easy, you can
either send a cheque to the charity’s registered
address, or online via the charity’s website
www.footwearfriends.org.uk.

…we were able to help Mrs. Smith,
just one example how the charity
assisted a former footwear
employee

Footwear Friends assisted Mrs.
Smith towards the purchase
and installation of a new patio
door, which was deemed as
insecure by a Police crime
investigation
officer,
who
visited Mrs. Smith’s property
following a break in at a
neighbour’s
property.
Mrs.
Smith was grateful for the
speedy assistance she received
from the charity in order to
make her feel safe in her home.

Our purpose is to distribute our funds to those in need within the
industry and we want to ensure we are contacting as many people
as possible who may need our help.
We would like to call on your help in spreading the news about
Footwear Friends, to colleagues, current and past and friends with
an association with the trade. Only through awareness can we
achieve our goal of supporting people in need.
Often a simple pointer to our website is sufficient for those still in
employment, or maybe a helping hand for those without easy
access to a computer will allow them to avail of our services.
We continue to targeted ourselves to increase awareness of the
charity to those current and former colleagues who desperately
need our help
We are always delighted to hear of ideas or initiatives to both
distribute and raise funds so that all our footwear friends know
about Footwear Friends, so please do keep in touch.

